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suicide

CHENNAI, DHNS: The suicide
by a 22-year-old girl student of
the Indian Institute of Technol:
ogy (IIT) -Madras at her cam-
pus hostel room on Tuesday
sent shock waves across the
state.

The student, Manasa, who
joined the MTech Programme
in chemical engineering three
weeks ago, was found hanging
from the ceiling fan in her hos-
tel room this afternoon,
sources in IIT-Madras told Dec-
can Herald here.

Hailing from Karim Nagar
District of Andhra Pradesh,
Manasa, apparently, left no sui-
cide note, according to police
sources, even as investigations
by the jurisdictional Kotturpu-
ram Police was continuing late
this evening. The victim had
used a ‘dupatta’ to hang herself,
sources added. “Ttis extremely
shocking and painful,” a faculty
member at IIT-Madras said.
The tragedy has plunged the
student community at the cam-
pusinto gloom, Manasa’s body
has been recovered by police
and kept in a Government Hos-
pital mortuary here,
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E-portal to protect
whistleblower’s ID

New Delhi, Aug. 20:
Whistleblowers using the
landmark RTI Act to blow
the lid off corruption in vari-
ous agencies have met with
threats, some even losing
their lives, but an online por-
tal is helping such people get
details they want without
revealing their original iden-
tity.

The brainchild of an IIT
engineer, an NRI and a web
designer, the portal RT/
Anonymous has come a long
way since its inception last
October.

Aimed at protecting the
original identity of the per-
son who needs information
on any subject, RTI
Anonymous community files
an application with the
agency concerned in their
name and upload the docu-
ments obtained on their web-
site. The original informa-
tion seeker is also notified
through an email. The idea
of launching a platform to
protect the whistleblowers’
struck Ritesh Singh, an II'T-
Kharagpur student, after
RTT activist Shehla Masood’s
murder in Bhopal in August
2011.

“We did not want RTI
activists to live in the shad-
ow of fear. We thought we
could leverage technology to
solve this problem by acting
as a facilitator. Since I was

The idea of lau-
nching a platfo
to protect the
whistieblowers
struck Ritesh, an HT
student, after RTI
activist Shehla
Masood's murder
Blhonal in 2011

working in the field of RTI
since 2003, not much back-
ground work was required,”
Mr Singh said.

The trio launched the por-
tal with an investment of a
paltry 210,000.

Twenty-eight whistle blow-
ers have been Kkilled since
the RTI Act has come into
force and many are living in
the shadow of fear, the portal
said. The founders said that
since its inception, the web-
site has helped 350 whistle-
blowers in obtaining infor-
mation without being sus-
ceptible to any kind of
harassment or victimisa-
tion.

The requester just has to
draft the RTI Application as
much as he/she can and RT1
Anonymous will take care of
the rest, promises the online
community. — P71
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Education reforms

AM Pitroda, who for
more than three
decades, led several
use-of-technology
revolutions in India,-
was in Pune a few weeks ago.
In his short, one-day visit,
which had a busy schedule, he
spent more than an hour to in-
teract with SME entrepre-
neurs, who were cultivated
and incubated by the science
and technology park on the
Pune university campus. Way
back in the 1980s, he became
the part of mission-driven proj-
ects initiated by Rajiv Gandhi
and launched the Centre for
Development of Telematics
(C-DOT) that in just a few
years, changed the entire way
Indians used to have access to
telephone communication.
The access to telephone,
which was a rare commodity
before the 80s, soon became
free and the entire nation got
‘audibly connected’, locally
and globally. Pitroda was dis-
connected with the technology
revolution in India for a gap of
few years, He was back in the
US and went into mobile com-
munication space and started
anew venture, C-Sam. Pitroda
has ways been entrepreneur
with a difference; a risk-taking
individual, but driven with fo-
cused objectives, Hence, it was
refreshing to see him commu-
nicating with young entrepre-
neurs on the national innova-
tion council. His strong desire
is to set up state-level innova-
tion councils and create a $1
billion fund for supporting new
innovations, which the youth
in our universities, research
laboratories and industrial
clusters, may be struggling
with. These include change in
the lifestyle of citizens in many
domains that touch their lives,
such as drinking water, samta-
tion, pollution, health, use of
Mprnanite Eiirk} Lot kndrgyc
and so oh*"Flefe1¢’also one ™
more change that is happening

—

CORE SUBJECTS: The real challenge is to create a legal environment that while respecting academic

salroueg qe[dig

freedom, enables all universities to have credit-based modular structures for students to make course choices

with the advent of the National
Knowledge Network (NKN),
NKN is a state-of-the-art,
multi-gigabit, pan-India net-
work for providing a unified
high-speed network backbone
for all knowledge-related insti-
tutiens in the country, The
base of this mission-driven
knowledge network is to touch
“the very core of the country’s
quest for building quality insti-
tutions with requisite research
facilities and creating a pool of
highly trained professionals.
NKN will enable scientists, re-
searchers and students from
different backgrounds and di-
verse geographies to work
closely for advancing human
development in critical and
emerging areas”. NKN is busy
in creating massive optical
fibre infrastructure connecting
panchayats, talukas and dis-
trict offices, state and central

connectivity to colleges and
universities opens a large win-
dow of opportunity for re-
searchers and teachers to work
on education and application-
relevant content in open
scurce. Today, the Indian uni-
versity system is multi-layered
— central universities, state
private universities, deemed-
to-be universities, national in-
stitutions, open universities,
and finally, state public univer-
sities. Public universities,
which are arcund 280, carry
the maximum burden of edu-
cating the students — 75 per
cent of 125 million students in
the eligible age group, 18 to 25
years. On the face of it, the six-
layered university system looks
the same, but there are enor-
mous variations among thesé
six layers, both at macre and
micro levels, in elements that
are at the core of universities,

,agthorities, uné\éergitieq an%nﬁ nameh& \cad mic strxflfi:tures,
R T v S IR N UL IGIOY By .
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for each of the institutions in
academic curriculum and de-
livery and assessment meth-
ods. But, the real challenge is
in the creation of a legal envi-
ronment that while respecting
academic freedom, makes all
universities to have credit-
based modular structures that
encourage mobility of students
for making permutations and
combinations of different sub-
jects from other disciplines
and even enables students to
take modules from other uni-
versities. These advantages
would emerge through NKN. It
would widen knowledge base
and would give students ad-
vantage of earning a single de-
gree from multi-universities.
Indian universities, in a true
sense, would become the cen-
tre of cultivation of youths with
clarity on their achievements
that they desire to reach in
their llf:e

The assured broadband to have total internal freedom  els for cultivation of a cohesive

strategy and understanding
among central and state gov- "
ernments. The concurrency of
education at the state and cen-
tral levels and variations of ex-
pectations and aspirations of
states demand such a conver-
gence, Teday, we are facing
dual discrepancies that hinder
these reforms both at the cen-
tral and state levels. The larger
domain of higher and profes-
sional education is owned by
people who also sit in various
assernblies and in pathament.
It is also involves stakeholders,
such as a fairly large percent-
age of teachers for whom edu-
cationis now a sheer economic
proposition and support staff,
who view their job as a tool to
be a part of growing education-
al industry, and also, people
who are on the periphery of ed-
ucation but are well connected
with people’s representatives,
which gives them strength to
control and manage educa-
tional institutions not for the
love of it or for the benefit of so-
ciety, but to achieve societal
recognition and also personal
financial advantage. Public
universities, which are expect-
ed to give real support to poor
and low-income families, are
also corroded both academi-
cally and operatively. This has
been perpetuating for decades
and has created & very un-
healthy environment that suf-
focates reforms in the educa-
tion system in a country that is
searching for new path for en-
hancing opportunities for the
youth.

The larger question is: Who
would bell the cat? Would the
central government accept
such a challenge?

¢ arun.nigavekar
@mydigitalfc.com

(The writer is former
chairman of UGC, former

EFAHA 92 P St Fequite At 'J;ff_vfeszehanceuofayg%{ﬁwlg

., operational adtbniomy. It i¢ fine’’ ' réforms at policy and legal lev-

of Pune and founder
dirvector of NAAC)
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DU’s academic
congress all set to
revamp education

Shaswati Das

m shaswati das@hindustanties comy

NEW DELHI: For the first time,
Delhi University will open its
doors to parents, students and
schools to voice their opinion
and work towards revamping
higher education.

While the year has seen a
spate of innovation projécts,
courses and programmes are
taking shape, DU's Academic
Congress is all set to discuss
changes in the present educa-
tion model.

“The Academic Congress will
focus largely on re-thinking high-
er education. This means that
higher education is to be linked
with school education and
community needs. We will be
involving schools, parents, prin-
cipals and will be looking at
building interdisciplinarity in
education,” said Malashri Lal,
dean of academic activities and
projects, DU.

The ‘Academic Congress,
which will be held on September
6 and 7, will be a congregation
of about 600 people —teachers,
students, school principals and
parents —all of who will work
towards filling the chasm betw-
.een various levels of edu cation.

| HOW WILL IT WORK?

- The Academic Congress,
which will be held on September .
6 and 7, will be a congregation _
of about 600 people. .

" w |t will focus sainly on building

. Interdisciplinarity of education

' o The programme wili involve  ~

. schools, parents and students
who will voice their opinion for

- revamping higher education.

s
[

"One of the main aims of the
programme will be to move
away from the learning by rote
methodology and focus more on
hands-on project work. The pro-
gramme will be all about inno-
vation and creativity," Lal added.

Students also said that such
a model would stand future
aspirants in good stead.

"When we apply for jobs or
higher education, there is a
strong disconnect between what,
we learn in school, in college and
what we are about to be taught
in future, The western model of
education is very successful and
some aspects of it need to be
implemented in our system too,"
said Gaurav Verma, a former
student of Kirori Mal College.
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